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lynchpin of music-making in the 

Romantic era 

By Jessica Duchen 

Friday, 4 March 2011 

 

Getty Images - Key player: The Hungarian violinist Joseph Joachim 

 

The British violinist Daniel Hope is setting out to restore Joseph Joachim (1831-1907) 

to his rightful place as the lynchpin of music-making in the Romantic era, with a new 



CD entitled The Romantic Violin. And it's not a moment too soon, for some of the 

19th century's crucial musical developments revolved around this violinist and 

composer. 

The child prodigy was mentored by Mendelssohn, who conducted a performance of 

the Beethoven Violin Concerto in which Joachim, aged 13, was the soloist. "Without 

that performance, the concerto might have disappeared," says Hope.  

Liszt, then honorary kapellmeister to the court in Weimar, persuaded the still teenage 

violinist to become leader of his orchestra in 1848.  

Then Joachim famously provided the 20-year-old Johannes Brahms, with a letter of 

introduction to Robert and Clara Schumann, a meeting that profoundly affected the 

course of Brahms's life and music. But just before that, Brahms went to see Joachim 

and Liszt in Weimar. When Liszt played his B minor sonata to his assembled 

students, Brahms fell asleep.  

What ensued was the so-called War of the Romantics, which split the aesthetic of new 

music in Europe. Liszt, Wagner and their followers determined to create "the music of 

the future", while Brahms, Joachim and Clara Schumann deplored such iconoclasm 

and its showiness.  

"If Joachim had not split with Liszt the Liszt Violin Concerto would not have been 

forgotten; and there might have been one by Wagner. Instead, we have Brahms, 

Schumann, Dvorak, Bruch...", says Hope.  

'The Romantic Violin' is out on Deutsche Grammophon on Monday  

 


